Ultrasonography of the thorax (excluding the heart).
Until recently, ultrasonography has had a subordinate role in the evaluation of the thorax in both small animals and humans, most likely due to the inability of sound to penetrate air-filled lung. When pathologic processes such as pleural effusion and lung consolidation provide an acoustic window to the thorax, however, thoracic ultrasonography becomes feasible. As this article illustrates, ultrasonography may be effectively employed in the diagnosis and management of various thoracic wall, pleural, mediastinal, pulmonary, and diaphragmatic diseases by providing valuable information not obtainable with routine radiography and enabling percutaneous aspiration or tissue core biopsy of lesions.